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five winter feafon, nothing can be more proper, 
than for a people profeffin odlinefs, to unite in 
paying their thankful acknowledgments to the 
father of the univerfe, for the expreflions of his 
goodnefs.—And we rejoice, that the reprefenta- 


‘trated Rate of our public affairs, have been con: 


blelfings we receive from Gop almighty ; but 
have invited us to obferve this as a day of general 
thank{giving. - 


Bur although we have much reafonsto blefs the 
Lord, for the many expreflions of his goodne(s, 
through the courfe of the laft year, it is proper, e- 
ven on this day of feftivity; «to humble ourfelves 
“ before Gop, on account-of thofe fins, for which 
*¢ he hath fuffered our prefent calamities to come 
“* upon us, and implore the divine blefling, that 
“¢ by the afliftances of his grace, we may be -ena- 
‘* bled to reform whatevér'is-amifs, that fo Gop 
“* may be pleafed to continue to us the bleflings 
“* we enjoy, and remove the tokens of his difplea- 

at es ee 
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Tue exercifes of this“ day, ‘will therefore be 
different from what have been ufual ; and I could 


think of no paflage of {cripture, more fuitable to 
“place at the read of a difcourfe, in which we. are 


now been read. 


_A celebrated commentator on the text, has the 
following ‘obfervations ;— ‘¢ When Gop in his 
*< providence exercifeth us with a mixture of 
‘© Mercy and Judgment, it is our duty to fing, 
* and jing unto him both of the one and the 
“ other: We mutt be fuitably affected with both, 
« and make efuitable acknowledgments of both. ”” 

fetes oe ~ ‘Agreeable 


» 


* Seethe recommendation from the Provential Congre!s; for 
a day of thankfgiving. : 


eeable to. the. Chaldee paraphrafe,~ ¢ If fom 
Ltowelt “merty upon me, or if thou bringeft — 
ean - judgment upon me, before thee, O Lord 5 
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cipal. cnlebiities:: ‘which, parece ae ent, 
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be: will t be tern the time siieshel the prea- 
cher « on a day of ‘thank{giving, will not admit of - 
an Bos ‘enumeration, ee of ead heen Hd be- 


. efledly of the moft ‘impor- 
tdtite:s But thould Ia little exceed the limits com- 
= y obferved on ey Occafions, the nature of 
the &, I hope, will be ana 1 forme... 

abe. mae woe ger eae oie 
fefs their belief of the holy Scrip- 
cite: will be. free _to acknowledge, the mercy of 
God revealed in the gofpel, demands our firft, out: 
principle attention. fone pt 
“Sve is fhe darknel of t dirt pine hat’ 
had not the children of men, been favoured with 
the light of divine truth, they would never have 
found the way to glory. But the father of the 
univerfe, in compaflion to the human race, expo- 
fed to mifery, in confequence of the {pread ‘of mo- ° 
ral evil through the World, was pleafed to give © 
his Son, that whofoever believeth on him foals 
“3 we "Rot 
¢ ¢ Reser on the he Saag 
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st pitty, pbut might have eternal life—=> * “The 
ay-{prin ao epee hath vilited us, to give. 
= Tipwe coche tha » and i. in the-tha-. 
dow of ‘death, to: Fs our | “into the way of 
peace.— + We have reafon to join w vith, the angels, 
and multitude of the’ heavenly hott, afcrib ig glo-, 


; ry to Gop i in the higheft that on adh ‘aiid is 


paced got wl eaten 

Tue mercy of Gop revedléd to ait World, j 
in the gift of his Son Jefus Chrift, will claim an-e- 
verlafting tribute of Praife. seciet ie deplorable 
would our condition have ne had the author of 
our phe! feen le 


en fit 


hi inft th he. HS: 
4 emy of all IW eood, w ae bk to HatNtee our 
innocent parents fron their loyalty, and. render 
them Obnoxious to the wrath of their creator.— 
And had not Jefus Chrift “le tof ftronger shai the 
an armed, ; nd i$ a fubdue all things 
noe ¢ ertaken the vvork oF peheaine, 
none of our guilty race, could have entertained a. 
lispe 0 * ge Hepp, one even of life, kel alk 
dead. cao 8 ae 
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Bur By the wre of ez Lay read life and 
immortality are brought to: light. —By the gofpel. 
We are made certain of a future ftate ; and.the 
author of Our Salvation, has not ‘only fulfered for 
our offences, and rofe eo for our juftification,. 


“but oon Rone out ath to heaven. af OF b 
= 5 | we ig gee ag ay 7. 
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“42 did. not + mt to fubmit to unfciiptural 
cnlages,: or attend to modes and, forms..of -hu- 
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¢ thofe provinces where the church of En- 
land is eftablifhed by law, difenters ave allowed 
their own forms of ~worhip ; but required’ in- 
deed, as in moft parts of the world, where a 
form ‘of worfhip is eftablifhed by authority, to 
y their proportion towards the fupport of the 


, _- 


where the 


~Anp in thefe northern provinces, 


-order and difcipline, which have generally been 


obferved in the congregational or pre/byterian chur- 
ches, are favoured with an eftablifhment, diffen- 


“expence, attending the sg 


blifhed by law. * 
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® The following extract from an Act ‘‘ pafied by the Great and 


General Court” of this Province, ‘to exempt the People 
<¢ called: Quakers, and Antipedobaptifts, from paying Taxes 
*« for the fupport of Minifters fettled by the Laws of this 
«<-Province, and for the building and repairing Meeting- 
‘« Houfes or. places of public Worfhip,’” may ferve to 
- evince what. was faid above with refpect to religtous liberty, 
and the. tendernefs ‘which is, exercifed towards {uch as diffent 
Arom the mode of worthip and difcipline eftablithed by law, 


Be it.enaGted. by the Governor, Council, and Houfe of Repre- 
fentatives, that none of the Perfons who are cither of the 


_-, Perfwafion of the People culled Quakers, or Antipedo- 


baptifs, who alledge a fcruple of Corfcience as the rea- 


- 2-fon of their refufal to pay’ any part or’ Proportion of fuich 


Taxes, as are from time to time: affeffed for the Supportof 

- the Minifier or Minifters of any Church fettled by the Laws 
of this Province, fhall have their Polls or Eftate, Real or 
Perfonal in their own Hand, and under their a¢lual_ Improve- 

' ment ; taxed or affeffed in any Tax or Affeffment hereafter 
made 


yeutendernefs to our brethren who ‘a 
Mm us in their fentiments with refpe@ to the 
modes of worthi , or the difcipline of the church, 
is much to the honour of ¢his and the other New- 

date at a eee Be tinge.. wags ir * 


ae “eel eftties” ‘of the gofpel, and the ‘privi- 
yo of a religious nature which we enjoy, are ex- 
ing precious, we ought to remember them 
with gratitude, and render tothe Lorp the w 
eft affections of our heart for the continuance: 
them. — Mei hits baie : We 
--made for the faffing any 
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And to the intent that it may be better known who are 
empted by this Ad. ae 

‘be it enacted, Thatno Perfon in any Town, Diftrict or Pre- 

_ cinct _in this Province, dhail for the future be ef -onta- 


» fovas to have his, her or their Poll or Polls, 
or any Eftate to him, her or them belonging, exempted by vir- 
tue of this Act from puying a proportionable Part of the Mi- 
niferial or other Tuxes im this Aét mentioned, but fuch whofe 
Names fhall be contained in a Lift or Lifts taken and figned by 
threeMembers of fome Quaker ‘or “Antipédsbapti® Society, or 

~ Congregation, who fhall be chofen by faid Society ro ae 
gation for that purpofe; one whereof to be the Minifter where 
there is any, who fhall therein certify for fubftance with ref- 
~~ pet to the People called Quakers in the form following, viz. 
We the Subferibers being chofen a Committee by the Society 
__ of the People called Quakers, who meet together for religious 
~ Worfhip on the Lord’s Day or firft Day of the Week in 
et exhibit_a Litt-or Lifts of the Names 
S6E Tach Perfons as belong to faid Society or Congregation, do 
TY) Crate SPT ee ~- "odo -belone to faid 
“~~ Society or Congregation, and that they do: frequently and ufu- 
oe aMty heh able attend with us in our “Meetings for -teligious 
(ees ij FE tags t FA “ i tga eed Worthin 
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of divine age vi [pon with recard to 
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courfe of the year: He ‘has been- pleated, to 
pas thofe fhowers of rain, and Jag. influen- 


ed 
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ae eee oe bein Day of, the Werk, , and We 
285 ily Biever of our Perfwalion’ 
Signed. AB. ee 
Dated 9 os aie De Argon ae 


ther for alow ip on the Lord s Day 
to exhibit a Lift or ifs of the Names of fuch,.Perfons as ‘i 
a to faid Society or Congregation, do Certify, that 
y do a tor faid\ Society. of Congregation, and that they 
t ; ifua ally. uehen ble. attend, yi us in our ° 


"do verily ieee are, with mes to: the « dir 
i of the fame religious Sentiments with. us. 

: ail Signed A. B. 

Dated. oe 495 e Ds , fommittes, 
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pve Certificate fo Reed. “thas Laid: Committee fhall caufe to 
ae e< the Town, Diftrit or Precingt Clerk Se 
where fuch Perfon.or Perfons contained in fach Lilt or 
Lifts: dwell or have Eftates, liable to be taxed, on or before 
=the firftDay of September Annually; and, the Clerk on. re- 
ceiving fuch Certiticate, thall enter the fame at large in- the 
«Town, Dittri@ and Precinct Book in his: keepin with, the 
- time when the fame was delivered to him, and hall deliver an 
-sattefted Copy of fuch Certificate.and> the time’ when the fame 
» awas delivered to him, to any Perfon defiring thé: a. 
“owing therefor, four Pence only, which Copy thall be r as 
on. any» 'Eryal. tefpecting ‘the Taxing. th ons 
owhofe Names:are contained in faid Certifies foriany. Mini- 
‘fterial Charge or Charges, or for sem or repairing any 
Mi -eting- -Haufe, 


t e° Heavens,” which were ncétiare to 
sperfeat “the fruits” of thé eaith.” ‘Our: ‘markets 
re filled with’a.. e cholate ‘and not- 


‘withitanding the’ angers. among 
us, We'¢ ot iP that gS atl 
life are J ld us at’ an extravagant price. * pied 
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Pane “\vifited with» ier: unéommon 
Heke ‘dn this Town, of through’ the land. “The 
“peftilencé has not: "eed: in~-darknels, ete 
‘the deftruétion -wafted' at’ fioon ‘day. Such -in- 
‘deed is human frailty; that ‘every “year we mut 
“expe& to bury fome: of our friends“and valu- 
able acc osha : _ But we have reafon to-be 
w _ difeafes have not been 
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- Ax in cisco”, we have reafon tothe 
thankful, “* from a confideration of the or 
a which. fo. C prevails, 0 nots only 

i ‘Province, but throug oug ugh the continent, pie This 


“ alarming crifis. ” Af 
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* The following me cieed are now ifetned ab “Bo STON} aa 
at» CASTLE- -WILLLAM.—FouRTS. BATTALION of the 
Royal Regiment of. Bee sien GN Fouts ( or King’s 

- own.) ‘REGIMENT. —FIYTH +e iets <Tentu Rr- 
GIMENT.—E1GHTEE NTu (or royal Inf) Reerment. 
‘Twexty-Tuirp+Reeament, Or: royal Welch - Fut 

/oleers, —T wing y-Eigata ReGimeNT.—ForTY-THirp 

‘“ReGimMENT,—Fo ORTV. SEVENTH “REGIMENT.—FIFTY 

sea REGIMENT.—FISTY NINTH “REGIMENT 


ry FOURTH /REGIMENT.SIxTY FIFTR’ R¥GI- 
“MENT.— We have Alfothe following large Ships of -War,— 
Preston, of so Guns. SomERSET, of 68. Asta, OfG4. 
... Bowne, of 64: Befides a number of fmaller Ships and other 
~-arméd-Veffels ; together with the Tranfports which have been 
employed to bring Troops to this unhappy Metropolis. 
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“i Say iets sae Sg. Pe Pott tt Pe Lt ig. 
bg t when the pare t State is ‘contending with 
us, nothing but the /¢?# extremity,—nothing but 
the prefervation of /ife, or that which is of more 
se A Liserry, can ever prevail with us. to 


We Gloryin our attachment to the Houle of 
“Hanover.—We confider Britain as our native 
land.—We fhall therefore bear much, we thall 
fuffer many hardfhips, before we can entertain’a 
fingle with to the difadvantage of our brethren on 
the other fide the ‘Atlantic We never will rebel 
againit the Sovereign of the Britifh domini- 
ons.—However provoked,—however opprefled,— 
however threatened with Slavery and wretched- 
nefs, we will never be excited to any other refift- 
ance, than what the impartial world {hall Judge 


abfolutely neceflary to our own defence. 
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Tuw Parliament of Great-Britain, fome 
ago, pafled an AG, declaring “That 
“in Parliament, or RiGHT, had power to: bind the 
<< people of thefe Colonies by flatutes 1N ALL CASES 
“¢ WHATsorVER.’———_“ The import of the word 
“ above quoted, needs no: difcant : ‘For’ the wit 
‘¢ of man, cannot poflibly form, a more clear, 
“« concife, and comprehentive definition and fen- 
tence of flavery, than thefe expreflions con. 


tain.”” 3 ce And. EEE E 


~ Is this light was the declaratory A& viewed by 
Americans in general.—And by feveral Ads which 
hhave pafled 4nce, the inhabitants of thefe colo- 
~nies have been confirmed. in their -apprehenfi- 
ons, that the Goverument at home, had. deter- 
“mined to treat them, not as obedient children, 
“but ‘father as Servants ; and let them? know that 
neg they 


* See the PENNSYLV ANTA InfruGtions to their Repréfentatives. 
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at teen oe orights \ were .incediand?? : 


N, yt 2G ed th: taking).a’ AV our - In 
fuch: quantities,.. and. for gigi ee aa 

-pleafed, othe: ‘Parliament | proceeded,in direct me- 
-thods, to invade our Charters, and threaten us 


with tranfportation to Great-Britain, in-order.to 


be tried, on fuppofition any refiftance fhould be 
ade ato - ee 

8. ‘intolerable oppreffion. —./- LL Biab 2) stb 

“6 chon i jo. wactdsdar Stit. 2 ae heb £4f 

Lost ee Prats ot 

46 raéter.of rebels,: wexmult be degraded into 
at of flaves 2 Asif there was no medium, be- 
*\ tween! the: two. \ atrenmsof, anarchy. andodet- 

year eoed - a: 


sos Rragedings vof.the, American Congrefs. Fee a: 
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<¢“potifm, where innocence and freedom’ éould 
“find repofe and fafety.” * pe 
Svc were our fufferings, particularly in this 
Province,—fuch our fears, and fuch the appres 
hénfions of all Anierica, that it was judged ex. 
pedient 4 Continental Congrefs fhould’ be conves 
ned as foon as poffible to take our public grie- 
vances under contideration, and point out the 
moft proper means of redrefs. ~~ 
“Deputies were accordingly thofen by the fe. 
veral colonies from New-Hampfhire'to Seuth-Ca- 
rolina.— {hey entered upon the important bufi- 
nels to which: th 
men profefling -Chrift—Th 
made’ their humble addvefles to the Lord of the 
univerfe for the influences of his Spirit, to lead 
them in a fafe path, fucceed their endeavours to 


extricate an injured people fiom their ‘efén 
didicaleiets Gu lop eHMRKION fr Ge 
quility, both’ in Great-Britain and America.——— 
Many prayers were made for them in our refpec- 
tive churches, and by ferious people in their pri- 


vate retirements. . 


Tue members who met in that illuftrious AL 
fembly, were men of the firlt charater in ‘the* fe- 
véral provinces’: Men who bet _underitood the 
Le of America, and were beft*able “to judge 

at meafures. would be moft proper for ‘the in- 


re a «i ee ce AFTER 
* Effry on the confitutional Power of Great-Biitain over the 
‘Colonies in America, 
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ts in general to adopt, in order to recover 
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Arter Solemn deliberation on the important fub- 
jets which lay before them, they came to a refult,: 
which has been made known to the World, 
and with which you. are all acquainted.—We have 
much reafon for thankfulnefs. that the members 
of the Congrefs were fo remarkably united.—. 
Thofe among us who withed the late oppreflive. 
acts of parliament to be carried into execution, 
were free to declare, the Colonies would never 
unite, and endeavoured to. make us believe, the. 
Gentlemen who. were chofen to reprefent the fe- 
veral Provinces, were of fentiments extremely 
different from cach. other. Had the Congrefs_ 
diffolved without forming any general plans, or 

¢ members been greatly divided in their. 


had th : ans a z . 3 tt ae trees oe Ghatak 
ior ae d have difcouraged .the friends” 
ty, and 


perhaps given a fatal turn to our 
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DISCOURSE. 19 


declare it.— Whenever it fhall appear to the Com* 
mittees which are, or may be chofen in every 
éounty, city, and town, for executing the plans 
of the continental Congrefs, that any perfon with: 
in their refpettive limits, has violated the Affoci+ 
ation, the truth of the cafe isto be publifhed,— 
To the end, that all fuch foes to the rights 
“ of Britifh America, may be publickly known; 
** and univerfally contemned as the enemies of 
American Liberty ; and thenceforth we ref 
S#-pectively will break off all dealing with him or 
“ her.—And -we do further agree and refolve, 
* that we will have no trade, commerce, deal- 
“ ings or intercourfe’ whatfoever, with any Co- 
““Jony or Province in North*America, which 
* fhall_not-accede to, or which fhall hereafter 
*€ violate this’ Aflociation, but will hold them as 
“© unworthy of the rights of freemen, and as 
inimical to the liberties of their Country.” ce 
Siriell shidash-2igesee a oa SAS 
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Wo would ‘not dread fich a punifhment, af 
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Muchas any temporal evil that can ‘be mention- 


ed ?--To be cut off from the privileges of human 
fociety and lie ‘expofed to univerfal contempt, is 
next, if not equal to being cut off from among 
the living.-—People may affect to fport with po- 
pular refentment as much as they pleafe, when 
they have a few companions to flatter and encou- 


rage them ; but when that punifhment, which they 


may ridicule at a diftance, or think little of in 


dts beginnings, falls upon them in earneft, they 


tauft have fortitude more than human, to fupport 
longunder it.—A man of any tender feelings will 
be unhappy, when he knows a few of his ac- 
quaintanee are offended with him ; haw wretched 


mutt 
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mitt be dian rig who is affured the refentments of ale. 


mot this whole continent, are railed againtt him, 
and that there is no towa or village that he can 
vifit, on bufines, or for amufement, without be- 
ing expofed to the indignation of the inhabitants! 


Ihave dwelt. the longer on this “particular, 


becayle it appears to me of fingular importance. . 


The ynion which remarkably prevails through 
the Continent, at this alarming crifis affords great 
encouragement,» and requires. our thankful ac- 
knowledgments to almighty Gop. . 


Tn is our duty, as we love righteoufnefs,—as 
wes love peace,-—as we love our Country,~—as:we 
love the parent ftate,—ourfelves and millions. of 
unborn pofterity, itis our duty, to do all in our 
power, to ftrengthen and perpetuate, this union. 
And was 1 not fure, you are ready even of your- 
felves, 1 would urge you my friends and fellow 
citizens, by arguments which influence my. own 
mind, ‘‘ Toabide by and ftrictly adhere to the 
“ Refolutions of the. continental Congrefs, as the 
s¢ moft peaceable and probable method of pre- 
« ‘venting confufion and blepdthed, and of reita- 
“ ring that harmony between Great-Britain, and 

chefs. eolonies, in which we wilh might be efta- 
‘* blifhed not only the rights and liberties of Ame- 
* rica, but the opulence and lafting happinefs. of 
* the whole Britifh Empire,” * “ese 


: I CANNOT finith this. part of the difcourfe, with- 


“out mentioning another reafon the inhabitants of 
: Ton ge Beh 4 this 


* See the Addrefs of ; the Provential Congrefs, prefented to the 
{everal Minifters of the Gofpel in this Province, 
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this Town in particular have for thankfuliiefs, 
which, is a confideration of tae unexpected libera® 
lity of our brethrem towards us, fince the Port -has 
been fhut up, by which thoufands: were reduced 
to poverty and: diftrefs. ay 


: Qu condition would have been calamitous be 
-yond. expreflion, had not the hearts and the+hands 
pc been opened to aflift us; w: 

ring in the general caufe. © 0 6 p00) 

We thank our generous benefactors : We thank 
the Father of the univerfe, for enabling and in- 
clining them to do fo much» for us :. And »we 
thank.thofe worthy Gentlemen, who chearfully 
evote a great part of their time to:take care of 
the money and provifions which are fent in 
from various’ parts, and make-diftributions to.the 
needy among us, for no other reward, than «the 
eonfolation of doing good." 9 ob 8 mous 
linegap ee gas a OT Siggy st ‘Tavs 


* Some evil minded perfons, have wickedly, infinuated, that 
. the Committee, with whom the donations are. intrufied, .and 
~~ py whom they are diftributed to fuch as ftand in “need, 
~ ake pay for their trouble, or they would never devote fo 
| great a part of their ‘time to the fervice. This. infinuation 
is equally falfe and malicious. ——Thofe tefpeCtable Gentie- 
men have indeed the thanks of the’ public, and the bleffing 
of many ready to perifh ; befides which they neither have 
nor wish for any reward.—ls it not bafe and cruel then, to 
-joGnuate, as fome have done, that they pay themfelves. out 
ef the charities which were detigned for the immediate 


ee”: ieis come 

But fome people have a feurvy trick of lying, to ‘fupport 2 

© gertain intere#, and if poffible injure thofe who are moi 
faithful and _unwearied in the fervice of their country.— Bus 
great ‘ts truth, and it will prevail. ie" Fier, ° 
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betal us. = a s ; 
“Tue calamities:to.which we: are’ more efpect- 
ally called to give-our attention, are thofe which 


F vee + “ 


» We are‘unhappy’ in being reprefented to. the 
parent ftate as -faétious,—impatient of govern- 
ae d withing for independence; when <‘we 
‘ oe * a ee cm as Perea ‘ 


7 peal to that Being whom 
** no thought can be conce 


aled, that our warmeft 
*¢ with, and utmoft ambitionis, that we and our 
** pofterity may ever remain fubordinate to, and 
t Gependent upon our parent fate, This hibor- 
‘¢ dination our reafon approves, our. affection 
6 dictates, our duty commands, and our intereft 
fs Great-B RITAIN is poffeffed of anaval | power, 
able’ to. protect our trade; and guard our coat . 
againft a foreign enemy : And the colonies pro- 
duce almoft every article neceflary to {upport the 
JAMS ibs: Swi STE gio ne bs - parent 
* Effay on the conttitutional power of Great-Britain over the 
colonies in America. ee ap Sa 


for univerfal 
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But a controverfy now fubfifts, which has a 
threatning afpect on America, and Great-Britain 
hertfelf. pe ee te 

Many calamities are already felt, more and 
greater are much to’ be feared.—Inftead of mu- 
tual love,~ anda défive of each others greatnefs, 
mutual-jealoufies are ftrongly exercifed The un- 
failing confequence of which will be, mutual en- 
deavours: to prevent each others intereft. A princi- 
pal of felf prefervation, that Jaw of nature, which 
has an uniform influence qn'the children of Men, 
will excite them to with the diminution of that — 
power which they fuppofe, is at prefent engaged 
againft them, or in fome future time may rival 
them.” And what they with they naturally ex- 
prefs, and ‘will purfue in every meafure that pro- 
mifes fuccels, 


ged 


AND can it remain a matter of uncertainty, 
hether many in Great-Britain are jealous of | ‘he 
increafing greatnefs of the American intereft, and 
with to check the growth of the colonies, when 
we are told what oppofition was made to the fet- 
tlement ofa’ new Province by a /ate minifter of 
State.—When we hear another minifter declaring 
he will lay the Americans at his feet——When we 
hear with Application to one of the largeft and 
moft important Towns on the continent, “ de. 
lenda ef carthago”’ * «We know’ how acceptable 
‘*.to many an earthquake would be to ‘fink fome 
“ofthe colonies in the Ocean.—That we are’ 
** thought too numerous. And~how much it: 
Sad would 
* Which isto be interpreted, det Boffon be demolifhed, The faze 
aoa Mr Van ase of at late poe ag : 


viful States”. —The buli- 


¢ 


lonies to ke furthér . 


at Breit es Pe. 61. 
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are war ord a ‘erieoe ; 
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, this. inet as. Deen €ar- 
nce the clofe be “the ae 


ou a _ authority of the 


atc ny -POKE 


feel, Taaae oar thole which, we gees ‘ma ee 
“permitted to fall upon us : Let it fuflice to men- 
oe ale as ao nae ip us. ‘tla 


ie Par rliament oF ‘Grex Biitin Phe ‘the wae 
_purpofe of raifing a revenue in’ America. eo 
ale laws been executed according to their ori z ] 
1a eciga > nat e Bs atio of them, - wou 
ive conftantly weakened the interelt of the 
people i in rpencntee oF giving ee ‘wealth to the 
fervants of the crown.—Had thofe laws been 
Tegularly executed the fervants of the. crown, 
would: have had it in their power, either to riot 
« > fpoils _ ‘taken’ from: the honeft and induf- 
tri oe ~or accumulate to. themfelves | great riches, 
The. body of the people, being opprefled, would 
in time be obliged to fell their Jands, and other 
eftates, a Ci content _themfelves, if contentment 
be. poflible in fuch a itate, to be the flaves. of 
- imperious lords, on whom, hard neceflity —had 
. = ht them’ to depend, for their breadj— 
id~ they, remembering their’ former ‘h 
cir cman srow. unealy, and: ve 


/ 
j 


fupported by money taken from them,. 
ee be sg to humble, or deftroy them.— 


ves all the.calamitics which are 
felt by the inhal nts of France and Spain, or 
other parts orld where defpotifim is efta- 
blifhed, ate be bold to fay, we could 
h fecurity againft calamities equally great, 
1 virtue. ‘of. the re ome Prince, were’ 
5, -which have. been pafled,. with ref ek to 
ica, fince the laft ee, cae cartiee into 


eer ieny:: a hice, 


ng ‘the Britih. ae eos ‘may c of Bed 
wirhouk our confent, ‘* ee grant” any parti- 
cular parts. of .our. _ for any. articular 
cis they may the whole ‘They may with 
ee pretentions to Sh fell our Eee as-flaves 
to what mafters. they pleafe. For “ Liberty, Life, 
‘or Property, can, with no confiftency of words 


a eee tate termed. air aries igs the fee shale 


have a right 


Figure, to oie 


« aE Ee 


“Par fach ee? have beet enacted, and» that 

any of them™ ‘ate “now in force, we confider a8 a 
calamity, a and lament that, Gop has in judgment, 
fuffered. it to. befal the American ‘colonics.—The 
laws now referred to, have already done unfpea- 
ib dama begs ~The ftruggles which have been 
miniftration to we Forge them, and by 

— ‘Americans in berappolitions tag ‘them, have not 
onal he i rr only 


*§ ie ae ube Locxe on Government. Chap. YY, 
be dige they in that, which another thay iby 


ee a take, roe he plesfe to himfelf ?” 
5 Mr. Pirr’s SPEECH. 
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28 | A Fhank/eiomge 


Only kept the whole continent in a ferment, but 
created fuch an alicnation of affe@ions, and -un- 
happy jealoufies © between ‘the two countries, -as 
we have reafon to fear, will never ‘be wholly re- 
moved. F. J . 5 wr ce — fs ; 7 . 


Ris AS ‘ 
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Ir isa calamity that the parliament have reiol- 
wed, * That cqlonifts tay ‘be'tranfported to En- 
6c gland. and tried there upon accufations: for 
& treafon,—or concealments of treafons commit- 
* ted in the colonics.’’—Should any unhappy 
Americans bz accufed of treafon, and profecuted 
according to this act, a fevere punifhment would 
neceflarily be inflicted on them, before it could 


be determined whether they were guilty or net. 


Me 
ri 


Tr is a calamity that the roman catholic reli- 


gion is eftablifhed through the vait province of 


Quebec, when, as a writer obferves, ‘© The abject 
— the bill, is to cut off all-the liberties of the 
s ret of the colonies. ¢ ~ © “SHOULD 


The Canada Att has met with fome fmall advocates in thefe 
' parts, who pretend the roman cathalic réligjon’ is yor eftabli- 
thed by it; and that nothing more .is defigned by that pa: 
ot it which has refpect fo religion, than a confirmation of 
~ what was. flipulated by the treaty of peace.—But what fay 


the GRAND AMERICAN CONGRESS to this matter?— — 


<¢ In the feffion of Parliament latt mentjoned, an Act was 
¢* paffed, for changing the government of Quebec, by which 
«© Act the Roman Catholic religion, intlead of being to- 
*¢ lerated, as flipulated by the treaty of peace, ‘is eftablifhed.” 
Yar Kant or CHatuam has declared, that by the Ca- 
“nada A*t, popery is efablifhed ; And Lorp LYTTLETON, 
in his Letter to the abovementioned Eart, does not deny 
“that the Roman catholic religion is efablifed in the Pro- 
vince of Quebec, bur endeavours to defend the whole Act, 

~ without exception.-=After having faid, ¢* oe ‘are 
¢f above gne bundred thoufand, the Englifh not more than 
two 


et eae hike Maal THTHR Ee 


DISCOURSE. % 


~ Saouvrp that vaft country. which is now taker 
into the province of Quebec, be filled’ up gwith 
voman catholics; who are ‘by their religion un- 
friendly to proteftants, and -efpecially to’ diffenters, 
it may be an’ their power, ailifted by the Indians 
to do unfpeakable dainage to the other colonies. 
We muy cafily conceive it will be extremely dif- 
abe Mig BESS cult 


two thoufand men, women, and children.” And that 
_ * the legiflature was therefore to confider whether the law 
-“* and government ought to be adapted to ‘the many or the 
_“ few", be goes on, to confider that part of the bill which 
has tefpeét to teligion ; and fays,—‘‘ The bett diftinction 
{1 Rnow between efablifhment. and toleration is, that the 


"# greater number has a fight to the one, and'the Telfer “to 


okt Soe a : Stes endl Spa ne 
«to ofablifhment ; at thé reformation, therefore, as much of 
«6 the church eftates as were thought neceffary for its fup- 
* port were transferred to the proteftant church, as by law 
+ Eerie oF Surely then when the free exercife of the 
** natio 


hi pre ion was given to the Canadian nation, it éould 
~erenever J idee Riged tat “that they were to ‘be. deprived of 
oPair: 3 and if not, pa Free sienna ‘for that 
»# clergy followes of courfe’’”’.-What we have here* quo- 
ted from his Lorpsuir’s Letter, is fufficient to thew, 
‘that he not only. confidered the Canada Aét as eftablifhing 
the Roman catholic religion in that country, but that ie 
* fuppofed the Britifh Legiflature, aéted Ja wife ard equita- 
ble part in fo doing.—But his Lo RDSHIP’S’ Teafoning - 
does not carry with it the fullef convittio oe 
Suppofe, by a ftrange jefuitical influence, in fome future 
period, more than one half the inhabitants of Great-Bri- 
tain fhould be converted to the Roman catholic religion, 
would the legiflature be bound in duty to effablifh that 
religien, and only tolerate Proteftants ?---It mutt be fo, it 
feems, if the beft diftin¢tion ‘between cfablifhmient and t0- 
leration is, that the greater nymber has a right to the one, 
and the leffer to the ether, a 
Wife legiflative bodies, will examine the nature and doétrines 
of a religion, before they favour “qewith an’ efablifiment ; 1f 
they find the dottrines of any religion aré~ contrary to 
; : 4 the 


7 for . : Rrotelanttes abe. now. have poet 
“that part of _ world, to. ive ‘quietly, 


aden a ent om. cay when 
it can be done write en : 


tat ss 


‘holy Scriptures, and : are e perfuaded tbe it is, ‘in n its nas 
ture; unfriendly to: the fafe ety and happinefs - -of the ccm- 

“munity, certainly they will not. eftabli/h it, “although, the 

ae number, dest sie eee Poi wee | be 
ond of it.——. ahaa: 


has faid of 1 oo 


» certain, thal 
»Sfaa 4 


ee the cafe," == bn to. view “popery, = a “tte vie as 


“ + fubjeting the mot -facred truths of religion to contri- 
.€* vances for. raifng. er uate ena by. offering to the 
_ ed of ing fies that refered 


“Cin the —P 6 os fs 0 . 

“ted by men, w. o goats vane witl _ great fier 
<< and impofe them: with inexpreflible feverities, on. thofe 
ff who ageie. ooh any thing in anh that they dials to 


Ah _ Bisuor. Burn Er’ - Hikes of eA Fae ee 
If the aioe ‘eatholi salay. spies ee | Ph gp as 
declared, ‘is ‘it not nifhin at any  Protefant 
_can»plead for its <fadlifhment !- Be Britih legiflature to 
_tolerate fuch a religion, is as. much, on¢ would think, as 
they could do co ad with their. duty to Gop, and to 
.that -conttitution of. ‘government, which they are Pepe 
to maintain,--- 
It may. be faid a religion is eftablithed, where ‘there are lows 
for the. fupport. of .it.---Thus isthe church of England ¢ 
“blithed in a great part of the Britith dominions.---1 
are jthe congregational order and _ difcipline oiithed is 
_ this Province, and thus is. sasaies catholic, Si eit cha 
blithed in Canada, 


habla re- 


AR 


"We view it asa calamity, that, by the Lords 
' fpiritual, that venerable Bench of proteftant ‘Bi- 
‘fhops, a warm oppofition was not made to a 
brought in to éftablifh “a Religion “in the moft 
important colony of his” Majefty’s dothinions, 
which, has difgraced humanity, and crimfoned a 
great part of the world, with innocent blood. 


By the part which the venerable feat of Bi- 
fhops took in the Canada agt, the unparalleled 
fufferings of our anceftors, by the’ influencevof 
fome protefant Bifhops, * in former Reiens; are 
: brought 


* The high Church party fays Bifhop Burnet, have all along 


been unfriendly to the government eftablithed. on revolution 
principles: They have not. beem wanting to reproach-thofe 
who were of moderaté fentiments, and abufe the diffexters,--- 
Why ? Becaufe moderate church-men and Diffenters in gene- 
ral, have been friends to the rights of mankind, and honeft 


enough to oppofe Tyrants in church and fiate, 


T would’ bere» b ave to panda 2 ragraph deer am- 
»phlet »which ‘fell into. A “ince th difcon eee: 
delivered, . called, An . addrefs to Protefant Diffenters of. 
all Denomination: &c,——=“ The meafures that are now ¢ar- 
“« rying on againft the North-American colonies are alone 2 
“« fufficient indication of thedifpofition of the court towards 
** you. ‘The pretence for fuch outrageous proceedings, conducted 
** with fuch indecent and unjuft precipitation, is much too 
‘« flight to account for them. © The true caufe of fuch violent 
* amimofty muit have exifted much earlier and deéper. In 
*‘ thort, ican be nothing but the Americans.( particularly thofe 
“ of New-England)being chiefly diffenters and whigs. For the 
“« whole conduct of the prefent miniftry ‘dein offtrates, dist what 
“ was merit in the two late reigns, is- ‘demerit in’ this. 
“« And can you fuppofe that. thofe who are fo violently hoftile 
*€ to the offspring of the Englith diifenters, thould be friendly 

~** to the remains of the parent fock ? 1 truft that both you 

- ‘and they will make it appear, that’ yoit have not degenera- 

_ f{ ted from the principles and fpirit of your illuftrious anceftors, 

“Cand that you are no more to be outwitted or overawed than 
«* they were.” 


ee 


brought ~frefh to view : And we. cannot, but: 
apprehend, a foundation is laid, for like ‘eccle-— 
fiattical tyranny, at leaft, im the province of Ques 


bec, thould.a prince of arbitrary fentiments, here- 


after be placed on the thro; So ae 


Wer view it as a calamity, that our moft 
gracious King was pleafed to give his royal 
affent to» the Canada Adct, by which he has grie- 
ved the greateft part of his faithful fubjects. — 
But I forbear. —Fhat unfortunate Prince, who 
was obliged to fly from Great-Britain, to make 
way for the Hanoverian fucceflion, was charged 
among other things, with promoting the Roman 
catholic. Religion-—May the reign of our prefent 
rightful Sovereign be long and happy.—May he 
ever enjoy the full confidence, and affection of 
all, and efpecially of his proteftant fubjects. 


We view it as 2 calamity, that the Parlia- 


_ ment have’ pafled..am act to. alter our ancient 
method of appoiating Juries.—With a Gover- 


nor and Council intirely dependent on the crown : 
With Judges and Sheriffs dependent on the Go- 
yernor, and all intirely independent on the peo- 
ple, we cannot fuppofe thete is provifion for 
the impartial adminiftration of Feng But we 
have the greateft reafon to fear, ould any Ame- 
ricans be fo unhappy, as to be brought into’ a 
difpute with crown officers, or any, who on 
account of their gosd di/pofition towards fome late 
a@s of Parliament refpecting the Colonics, are 
called friends of Government, a jury returned: by 
{uch fherifls, would be under an influence, ¢x- 
tremely threataing to the lives and Joes: of 

feck 


sap 
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fach unfortunate fubjecis. 
_ Tue noble Lords who entered: their diffent, 
have given a reafon, which has refpeét to this 
part of the Aé for regulating the government, 
fafficient to convince every mind capable of fee- 
ling the force of argument, and is worthy to 
be writ in letters of gold.—They diffent,—‘‘ Be- 
«© caufe the Governor and Council have the 
sé means of returning fuch a ‘Jury, in each par- 
ticular caufe, as may beft fuit with the gra- 
« tification of their paflions and interefts. ‘The 
& lives, liberties and prdperties of the fubject 
« gre put into their hands without controul, 
« and the invaluable right of trial by jury is 
« turned intO A SNARE FOR THE PEOPL z, “who 
« have hitherto looked upon it as their main 
« fecurity againft the licentioufnefs of power.”’ “ 

E , We 


a 


* Much to our purpofe is the following extraét from Dottor 
PetTINGAL's celebrated Enquiry into the ufe and practice 
of Juries among the Greeks and Romans. 


e¢ The privilege that every Englifhman enjoys of having his 
** perfon and property fo far fecured, that no injury, under 
«¢ pretence of law can be done to one or theother, but by 
« the -confent and approbation of twelve men of bis own 
‘rank, is the greateft happinefs that can belong te a fub- 
«« jcét, and the moft valuable bleffing that can attend fociety 5 
«* for by this means the poor ftands in no fear of oppreffi- 
sé on from his governor or powerful neighbour ; and the 
«© hands of the great are tied up from difturbing the public 
‘* by making inroads upon the eafe and property of indi- 
+ viduals below them.—So that the powers of each, in their 
«© gefpettive ftations, are hereby happily diretted to carry on 
é¢ one and the fame end, the peace, order, and goo go- 

_ ¢6 yernment of the whole.” 
Ja another place the fame great Man writes, — The trial by 
Jusy 
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We view it as a calamity. that the Bri 
* Parliament have lately paffed « an Act for A 
_Tating the government’, of this Provinces by 
which the molt important rights of our - char- 
terare violated, and the way is prepared for 
exerciling an arbitrary and defpotic “government 
over ‘Us.. ee : - ae * a 


E 


Ss ia a oe 
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- Arrempts to exeeute ‘this a& have’ already 


up: 


“* Jury was founded on liberty, and contrived: both in the 

** Grecian and Roman olity, as a guard and rotection of 

* fupetiors.””—=And again, “© Civil” rty, 

** being thus, bothin Grece and Rome, founded in equali- 
“* ty, that is, a joint power and participation of enacting 
“* and executing laws, we hence fee the reafon why the trial 
“6 by our equals, the legale judicium parium fuorum, makes 
@ great a figure in the charatter of Englith liberties ; 

“© for while we are bound by no laws but ‘thofe we confent 
“* to, and fuffer no judgment under thofe laws but by the 
‘* approbation of honeft men of our own rank and conditi- 
** on, who have no intereft in injuftice, but an expeétation 
“« of the fame candor and integrity in us upon fome other 
** occafions, where perhaps we may be” a: jury’on them or 
*" their affairs, there is no danger of being ruined and un- 
*€ done by arbitrary laws, or oppreffed’ by the partial’ deter- 
“mination of a corrupt’ Judge. © This was the ‘liberty and 
“happinefs that arofe from the equality which waste fo - 
‘* dation of the Greek and Roman conftitution, and. is the 


* very Spirit and life of cur oom” =p, Soin Preficey 4." 


25, & 20, in the Enguiry,,.——~ 


~— 
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up’ ‘And ‘we are nearly reduced to a ftate of | 
nature,—In fhort we have no. fecurity for’ life, 
or*property, or any of the bleflings of fociety, 
but from the virtue and-refolutions of the inha- 
bitants in general, SL hea ee 


* To change the government of a people”, 


 fays the Bisuop of St. asarn, who is an honour 


tor the facred order, and an ornament to human 
nature,—“ to change the government of a peo- 
‘* ple without their confent, is the higheft and - 
«« mott arbitrary act, of fovereignty that.one na- 
“tion can exercife over another. Thee Romans 
“« hardly ever preceeded to this extremity, even 
“ over a conquered nation, ’till its frequent re- 
‘volts and infurrections, had made them” 
“* deem it incorrigible—The very~ idea of it 
“implies a molt total and abject, flavith depen- 
*< dence in the inferior ftate.”’ : 

no = Be aE - GP ee ae ey NE 2 at Sia 

THAT great and good man well knew, that 
attempts to change the government of this pro- 
vince, would be productive of the utmoft con- 
fufion :—** [¢ will make them mad.’ 


Tue noble Lords, who oppofed the bill for 
regulating the government of this Province, 
entered their : diflent,— Becaufe, fay they,. we 
** think the appointment of all the members of 
** the. Council, which by this bill is vefted in 
‘“* the crown, ‘is not a proper ‘provifion for pre- 
“© ferving the equilibrium of the colony eonfti- 
‘tution. The power given to the crown of 
*< occafionally ‘increafing and leffening the num- 
‘ber of the council on the report of governors, 

; ‘and 


2 
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«and atthe pleafure of minifters, muft make* 


** thofe governors and minifters mafters of eve- 
* ry queition in that affembly, and by deftroy- 
‘“‘ ing .its dreedom of deliberation will wholly 
‘* annihilate its ufe?—— 

Burt the calamities arifing from the unhappy 
controyerfy at prefent fubfitting between Great- 
Britain and America, with which we, the inha- 
bitants of this town, are moft fenfibly, and in 2 
peculiar manner affected, are yet unnoticed. 


Wuew ge look back, on our once happy ftate, 
and compare the bleflings of peace and plenty, 
which we freely enjoyed, with our’ prefent 
diftreffes, “the tears are on our cheeks”. ** How 
** doth the the city fet folitary that was full of 
“* people! How is ihe become as a widow ! She 
‘“* that was great among the nations, and prin- 


ce es: e ° ; 
woes. among the provinces, bow is the become 


“tributary | * 


Tue Gop of nature has taught us by the fitu. 


ation and uncommon advantages of this place, 
that it was defigned for extenfive bufinefs : And 
here our fathers planted themfelves, that they 
and their pofterity might profecute thofe bran- 
ches of trade and merchandife, which give riches 
and itrength, to nations and ftates.—And this, 


for many years, has been the peaceful refidence 


of commerce and wealth. 


Waar joy have we felt to fee this capacious 
and fate harbour, white, with the canvafs of our 
. own 

** Lamentations Chap. 1. Ie 


own fhips, or of foreigners who came to exchange 
their treafures, for the commodities which we’ 
had to {fpare. Te : ; 


But how affecting is the change ; How gloo. 
my is the prefent appearance !'—Look to our 
port, and.you fee it blocked up with Britith 
Ships of war —No_ veffels of trade are allowed to 
enter this harbour.—Commerce which gave wealth 
to many, and the means of a comfortable fub- 
fiftence to, thoufands, has now ceafed.—The- 


well built wharfs are either left naked, or lined 


prange fo relate turned intobar. 

r public fireets,—our mot plea 
Ned with armed foldiers.—The on- 

ly avenue to the town by land is fortified on each 


But why thefe flrange appearances? Why is 
the power of Great-Britain /o unnaturally directed 
againft America ?—Why is this Town filled with 
troops? Why is this port blocked up, and the 
trade of the place ruined ?—certainly we muft have 
been guilty as a people of the moft daring crimes.— 
Nothing lefs than an open and generally avowed « 

__ Febellion 


~ 


rebellion againft: the belt. of Princes, one would” 
think, couldjuftify fuch treatment.— —Have we* 


been thus guilty ?——Are. we, thus charged ?—No.— 
What then is our crime ?—It is not ; 
anymore than -a:tréfpafs, committed by fome un- 
known perfons,-on “private property.- Becaufe 
agmumber'of-people, we know “not who, -deftroy-_ 
d. {ome cargoes: of Eaft-India Ica; this whole“com- 
munity has been condemned, without tri , and 
is this day fuffering-in-a manner’ that can icareely 
be-parallelled in thechiftory .of the-world. 
Ir is fuppofed -by the -rigorous manner in 
which the port att-is <execute , poverty, diftrefs ” 
and calamity, are bronghtion'30,000 fouls, * 
_VTHER Calamuties might-have--been- toned, — 
and thofe we have taken notice of enlarged upon, 
did the time. admit.- -You will juft allow me 


to. fay, fhould the Britith adminittration deter- 


mine fully to execute the laws, of which:we om- 


wed 2,0 ty) WOLCS sith et 20 ae Sa ma iek ae 
nifter determine to LaY THE aMERLCANS aT HIS - 
FEET ;. and fhould the- new. parliament grant ~ 
fupplies for that purpofe, we have yet-to-tear the | 


calamities of a Jong_civil war : For, from thé {pirit 
now aued. throngh this. continent, -and the firm 
umon which fubfifts, it. may. be. prefumed. the — 
ftrugele would be obftinate. +8 
Americans, who have. beenoufed to war from 
theirinfancy, would{pill their bett blood; rather’than 


~ 


* The damages arifing from the execution of the Port A@ are 


immenfe : Suppofing 30000 people fuifer the lofs of yf fterling » 


pr day, ene with another ; which I believe will be jideee far 


Short of what is real, confidering the deftrucion o [rade,— 


©» the multitudes flung into. idlenefs;—the ufelefs ‘condition of 


thi ping, ,Wharfs, Stores, Ware-Houfes &c. And the d2- 
mages the laft Six months will be 270000 pound; Sterling. 


—  fubmit . 


G 


= 


water, 
‘Bur we hope in Gop, and it fhall be our daily 


and happy 


Sec: Bat Ae. 


zccount.of our 
is amig,—« T 
“* continue to us 


ms 


fo God may be pleafed’ to 


“* remove the tokens 


nplean * DY 


«fing harmony and union to be reftored be- 
“* tween Great-Britain and thefe Colonies, that 


“‘ we may again rejoice in the {miles of our 


fovercign, and the pofleffion of thofe privileges 


‘* which have been. tranfmitted to us, and have 


“ the hopeful profpeét that they fhall be han- 

ded down intire to pofterity, under the pro- 

“< teftant. fucceffion, in the illuftrious Houfe of 
Hanover. ? {0 ; 


= See the addref of the. American Congrefs to the People of 
Great-Britain. 


le ourfelves before God on 
‘+ Let us reform whatever 


the ‘bleflings we enjoy, and 


¢ See the fecOmmendation from the Provincial Congrefs for a 


day of thankfgiving. 
Ervata, pg 1/8. 4. pagan. p. 19. at the bottom r. acquain- 


tance, p. 20)in the note. provincial. p. 28.1. 17.8 object. 


Poe N. Ah oy 


* 


